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From my Houfe in St. James's Square, 
September 8. 


MONG the Multitude of 
Perfons that make Appli- 
cation to me for ‘Advice, 


none ever appear'd {) ga 
and glorious, as a Lady did this 
Morning, who came to vifit me ina 
Coach and Six, with a numerous 


Retinue. The Boys ran from all 
Parts and gathered before the Gate. 
Men and Women flock’d to: their. 
Windows to fte this pompous Sight, 
imagining that fome Princes or great 
Peerefs of theRealm was come to ho- 
nour me witha Vifir. One enquir’d 
after the Lady’s Name, and another 
wanted to know her Quality. There 
were fcarce any among the Crowd, 
but what had fomething to fay either 
in Praifé of her Beauty, or the Rich- 
nefs ot her Drefs: Nay, I my felf 
acted like a Child in this Affair, and 
was very much taken with the gaudy 
Splendour fhe made; but when I 
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was acquainted that fhe was only the 
Daughter of a Foreign Notary-Pub- 
lick, and affumed fo great a Figure, 
my Admiration quickly cool’d, and 
I {oon came back to the Reafon of a 
Man. She tc!d me fhe wanted to 
erufe fome Books I had in my Li- 
rary ; according to her Defire, I in- 
troduc’d her into my Study. The 
hrft Volume fhe fixd her Eye upon 
was an Old Manufcript, which the 
defired might be read to her. 1 told 
her, if fhe pleas’d, the might read it 

her felf; fince every Letter in th 
Volume was writ in a fair Character; 
but to oblige her I would run it over 
my felf, as having the chief Con- 
tents of it by Heart. Madam (faid I) 
this is one of the moft ancient Manu- 
{cripts now extant, and a great Va- 
lue has been fet on it in all Ages. Ic 
fhews that wealthy Perfons in the 
heighth of their Ambition are ador’d 
by a Multitude of Flatterers. It-dit= 
covers how great Perfons are fawn’d 
upon 
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upon, and even injured by Praifes, 
when the only Bufinefs of thofe who 
call themftlves Friends , is to try 
who can moft dexteroufly deceive 
their Superiours “The proud Man 
for want of knowing his ownScrength, 
belicves himfelf aleogether as great 
as his Paralite reprefents him; and 
ventures upon Broils and Wars to his 
utter Deftruction. He fets up his Reft 
upon the Perpetuiry of a rortering 
Fortune, till he comes at laft to fee 
the Ruin of his Reputation, and the 
lof3 ef his Pofleffions ; when too lare 
he comes to underftand that his Mif- 
fortunes and their Flatteries were of 
the fame Dare. There is alfo a fpa- 
ring and craftykind of Flatterywhich 
looks like plain Dealing: Bur all 
Flatreries are Lines of Courfe, and 
he that receives them wi!l give them. 


Cruelty fhall be term’d Mercy, Ex- 
rortion and Oppreflion, Liberality ; 


Loft and Gluttony Temperance. 
The Point of the Sword once con- 
vinc'd a German Emperor that he 
was not immortal, and Time will 
convince all Men that they are com- 
pounded of as brittle Metal as their 
Admirers. And thus upon the Con- 
fideration of what we are, we fhould 
look upon our Flatterers as Montters, 
and upon our felvcs as Fools to liften 
to their Cozenage. All the while 1 
was explaining this Matter, I per- 
ceived a difagreeable Air fix'd in the 
Lady’s Eye. Flattery (faid the) I 
always took to bea civil Compliment 

aid by the Mean and Illiterate, ro 

erfons of Figure and Fortune ; with- 
out which Addrefles there could be 
no diftinguifhing between the Ho- 
nourable and the Bafe, only by their 


Equipage, which they have not at 
alltimes with them to grace their 
Character. Tho’ my Birth is nor 
the nobleit,my Portion is equal with 
the Great. Hereupon fhe i parted, 
and went off without the Satistaction 
fhe expected. 





I drew up this Scheme asI was 
drinking a Dith of Tea at a Friend's 
Houle. 

I That write much, cannot always 
be at home ; it isdull to be con- 
tinually poring on Books. A dili- 
gent Man may do much in Twoor 
Three Hours in a Morning before 
the Family are up. This Day I 4- 
nifhed my Task early ; about Ten 
I went a viliting, and came to my 
Friend’s Houfea little before Eleven. 
It is ufual with me when [ knock at 
a Gentleman's Door, to give one 
hard Rap,as confidering the Servants 
are either backward or in a low 
Kitchen:Butthis time 1 was miftaken; 
for the Maid happened to be in the 
Entry, who immediately open’d the 
Door,and (as I thought) frown’d up- 
onme. ‘Taking Notice of her An- 
ger, Sir, (faid fhe) I am afraid you 
have difturbed my Mafter and Lady 
and the Young Gentlewomen, they 
being not yet ftirring. Hearing this, 
I went away, and came again about 
three in the Afternoon, when they 
were all up and drefs’'d, jult going to 
Dinner. I found they knew nothing 
of my being there in the Morning ; 
for there was no Excufe made why 
they lay idleing in Bed till Noon. 
We fate down, and after Dinner was 
over, I asked whether they went 
abroad 
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abroad that Evening, they told me 
yes, to. the Play about Six,und ro the 
Park between Nine andTen.Where- 
upon I faid, can you fpare a few Mi- 
nutes to hear anold Man’s Dream. 
They told me yes, if I had one to 
tell. Well then (faid I) ic is this: 
Mcthought I faw in my Sleep laft 
Night a numerous Generation that 
rofe “a their Wits were with 
them. Many of thefe People were 
labouring in their Houfes, and toil- 
ing inthe Fields ; others failing home 
full freighted, or juft putting out of 
Port to fetch in a frefh Cargo. Be- 
holding this univerfal Induftry, I 
went out of Curiofity to look upon 
them ; and when I came,to my Sur- 
orizx, | found all Hands at Work in 
ae of Goods intro Warehoufes. 
Asking the reafon of thefe vaft Pre- 

arations, and who own’d all thofe 
me I was told there was no more 
doing than what was cuftomary in 
their Nation ; and that every indi- 
vidual Inhabitane 1 faw at Work 
had a Room of his own crowded 
with Goods. What (faid I) are they 
all wealthy Merchants, and does 
every one labour? Yes (faid they) 
there is no hiring of Servants here ; 
the Word is, Work or Starve. Whilft 
I was enquiring into theCuftoms and 
Laws of thefe People, and admiring 
their Wealth, I faw two or three 
among the Multitude fitting idle, 
who, as I was informed,liv’d wholly 
upon the Labour of others. Going 
upto them I found a great Throng 
ready to tearthem out of their Dwel- 
lings. Enquiring into the Reafon of 
this Violence, I was told they were 
lazy Creatures, and it was the Cu- 
ftom ofthat Country to infli& upon 


all fuch the Pain of Death, and if I 
my felf did not fpeedily enter upon 
Action,] muft undergo the fame Fate. 
Upon this I inftantly joyn’d in the 
Company,firft to execute the Loite- 
rers, and then either to labour with 
the reft, or make my EfCape into the 
Land of Idlenefs, where I now am at 
this prefent. All the time I was tel- 
ling this Story the Gentry fate look- 
ing upon each other as People ama- 
zed. There feemed to dwell adeep 
Concern in every Face; and yer they 
were all afraid to ask, Is it we you 
mean ? | endeavour d to put them in- 
to Humour. by turning the Difcourfe 
upon other Subjects ; burthat I faw 
would not do.One gets up and pleads 
an Excufe,that fhe muft go to work; 
another tells me the Affairs of the 
Houfe wanted to be pur in Order. 
The Mafter of the Feaft faid, he 
mult be at the Cuftom-Houfe by feven 
the next Morning. In fhort, there 
was not one in the whole Family, 
but had fome important Concern or 
other to be employed in. I told them 
at parting I was very glad to hear of 
fo much Commerce, Trafiicking afd . 
Bufinefs going forward in oneHoufe, 
and wifh'd the fame Cuftom were 
likewife practifed in all other Places, 
voir 1)Employment diftinguifhes 
us from Brutes, aud makes Man re-' 
femble the bufie Bee, one of the moft 
induftrious Animals of the whole 
Creation. 





Thefe twoEpiftles came together by 

a Mcflenger,wrote in differentl{ands. 
SIR, 

> M4xY are of Opinion that 

: what you write is not curious. 

* There- 
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* Therefore it would be very accep- 
* table to the Publick »if you com- 
* pofe Difcourfes that afe grave and 
* nervous ; fometimes acute and fiib- 
* lime ; bur every where learned and 
* fententious. Two or Three fuch 
* Pieces in every Paper, not excced- 
»ing twenty or thirty Lines each, 
would be fo entertaming,that Gen- 
tlemenandLadies would have them 
for their Improvement. Pray fail 
not to let the Language be fmooth 
and elegant, fufhcient to gain upon 
the Affections, without which all 
your Pains will be asWater {prink- 

ted onthe Duft. Iam, 
SI R, Fe. 


‘ 
‘ 
‘ 
‘ 
‘ 
‘ 
. 
‘ 
‘ 


STR, 
M Y Father, tho’ a good Man, 
and truly call'd the Defender 

of the Innocent; neverthelefs is 
little concern’d for the Honour of 
his Children. His eldeft Son, who 
has already made fuch a Progrefs 
in feveral Sciences, char if he were 
encouraged as a Stranger in the 
* fame Houfe is. he would be an 
* Ornament to our Family : But for 
* want of Money to buy Books, he 
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* Sir, it would be of Service if this 
* Letter were publifh'd without any 
* Remarks upon it. Be pleafd there- 
fore to favour me, fo far, who am, 
§ with all Obedience, 

Your Mof? Oblized Admirers 





Shoe- Lane, September 9. 

[Adem ynifhed a Gentleman the other 

Day privately, but I hear he con- 
tinues rude in hisAddreffes to a Lady 
that’s Far above him in Wit and For- 
tune. I likewife fent a Meffenger at 
the fame time with the following 
Epiftle to another Spark, who re- 
mained ftill ob{tinate. 
STR, 
‘ I Was afham’d Iaft Night, when 
* * I faw you at the Rainbow-Coffee- 
* houfe, to fee a Perfon of your Fi- 
* gure talk fo trifling among Com- 
* pany, of an Affur that even a 
* School-Boy is capable of managing. 
* Had_you feen, as I did, whata 


* Game the Gentlemen made of you 


when you talk’d f weakly upon 
Philofophy, you would have re- 
mained filent for ever. Sure you 
never read Herace nor Homer, nor 


* has nor Pinions ftrong enough to 
* fly and make his Talents known to 
* theAge.His Wit is as it were lock’d 
* up in Prifon ; which fhews that a 
* fprightly Genius, though never fo 
* great, will prefently fade, and can- 
* not fhine without a proper Matter 
“to maintain and put forth its 
* Brigntnefs. Here my Brother is 
depriv'd of the Graces of Nature, 
as well as of the Affection of a Pa- 


was vouever acquainted with Pliny 
or Cato, Lam, Ge. On the Re 
ceipt of this fhut your Mouth. 


But this good Advice of mine did 
not avail any thing ; forI went next 
Night, and found bint at the upper 
end of the fame Table prarling more 
impertinently than before. What 
can a Man do in this Cafe, but fup- 
port himfelf with the Satisfaction, 
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reat; and others being inferiour 
in the Advantage of Education, 
Order, and Eloquence,are prefer’d, 


that he has try’d to reclaim a Man 
from his Folly, yet he ftill remains 
deaf to the Charms of Reformation! 





